
California and Shieldhill
Primary Schools
Standards and Quality Report

2024-2025



School/ELC Context
• There is a great sense of community within California and Shieldhill Primary Schools and local 

residents are very proud of it.

• Our schools are in small villages in the Braes Cluster.  Housing stock in Braes 

Cluster catchment areas, as defined by council tax band, have a higher proportion than the 

Falkirk average of band D-H*.  Although housing stock is in a higher band, we are aware that a 

number of our families live in private lets within these areas.  This is reflected in our SIMD data 

where children receiving free school meals live in higher SIMD areas.

• 37% of California children received free school meals.  This is an increase of 16% from 

Session 2023-2024.

• 28% of Shieldhill children receive free school meals. This is an increase in 7% from Session 

2023-2024.

• We have a small number of Traveller children who attend our schools.

• California has 5 EAL families.

• Shieldhill has 4 EAL families.

• Most children live in SIMD 4-9.

• We have highly effective professional partnerships with many different agencies; Health, 

Social Work, Police Scotland, Educational Psychology, Speech and Language Therapy and 

Family Support Services are all regular participants in planning for our children and families.

There are no large-scale employers in the Braes area, although ‘Ineos’ is in relatively close 

proximity (due to close the ethanol plant soon). The majority of our parents within Braes 

Cluster are employed in public services and wholesale retail and motor.* As detailed in the

Statistics & census: Area and settlement profiles - Falkirk Council

https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/statistics-census/area-and-settlement-profiles
https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/statistics-census/area-and-settlement-profiles
https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/statistics-census/area-and-settlement-profiles




Successes and Achievements
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