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Dear Parent/Carer,

We hope everyone enjoyed the holiday period and are looking forward to achieving success in the new term!

Staffing Updates
Apple Orchard
Mrs. McDougall’s secondment to Falkirk Council’s ASN team has now come to an end, and she will be returning to work full-time in the Apple Orchard (Enhanced Provision Base) from Monday, 27th October.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. MacDonald for the excellent support he has provided in ‘The Orchard’ during Mrs. McDougall’s absence. We are delighted that he will continue to work with our pupils in both the Apple and Pear Orchard bases every Monday.

Primary 6
Mrs Borg-Grech will be returning to work on Monday 24th November following her maternity leave. 

I offer my sincere thanks to Miss Laing who has provided a high standard of education for our pupils since the start of the term and wish her every success as she continues her teaching career. Hopefully we will see her back with us again at some time in the future.

Congratulations!
Ms McCluckie got married over the October holidays and will now be using her new name which is Mrs Reid. Congratulations to the happy couple!

Book Fair
As in previous years, we will hold our traditional Book Fayre in the school library once again. The Book Fair can be visited from Wednesday 29th October to Wednesday 5th November. We will issue an elink in advance of the fair to enable parents to see some of the items which will be available. Parents will be welcome to visit the school with their child to browse through the books if they wish. I will finalise the times for this after the holidays.

We will be holding a Book Character Parade in school on Friday 31st October This is an opportunity for children from nursery and primary, to dress up as their favourite character (if they choose to do so – not compulsory). The best costumes will win a book from the fair. Class teachers will make individual arrangements for some traditional fun activities within their classrooms in the afternoon e.g. ‘Dookin’ for apples. Good luck everyone!
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Book Swap
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Does your child have a book they no longer read? Why not swap it for a new one?
We will be continuing with our monthly book swap which takes place on the first Thursday of every month. We accept donations of books which are in good condition, at any time (no missing pages or doodles please). Children will have an opportunity to browse the books on offer and bring them home (free of charge). The next Book Swap will be on Thursday 6th November. Happy reading everyone!

Remembrance Events
[image: Anzac Poppy Clipart]As in previous years, we will be supporting the Poppy Appeal. The Poppies will be offered to pupils for a small donation (20p or over). Collection tins will be given directly to representatives of the appeal and will not be counted or banked by school staff.

A selection of pupils including our House Captains will lay a poppy wreath at the War Memorial in Shieldhill Main Street on Friday 7th November, on behalf of our school community.

[image: ]Parent Consultations – Primary Pupils
A reminder that bookings for parents’ night can be made online but the meetings are in person in the school. There are some slots left if you have still to make an appointment but please don’t delay! The Parents’ Meetings will be held on: 
Wed 12th November 6.00pm-8.00pm and Thu 13th November 3.30pm-5.30pm

Children in Need
[image: ]We will be supporting the Children in Need event again this year which will be held on Friday 14th November. Our ‘Charity Champions’ are organising events to raise money for this important charity which helps improve the lives of some children who are less fortunate. Children can come to school and nursery dressed in yellow or Pudsey/Blush/ Spots themed clothing (if they choose to do so). Our ‘Charity Champions’ have organised activities and competitions at a small cost. More details to follow.

[image: ]Christmas Fayre
Our Parents Association will beholding a Christmas Fayre on Thursday 4th December at 6pm. More information to follow. All welcome! 


Staff Development Day
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Description automatically generated]Friday 28th November is a Staff Development Day and pupils from ELC and Primary should not attend.

Autumn/Winter Reminders
Now that the colder weather is approaching, please ensure that your child comes to school with warm clothing, a warm water-resistant jacket and appropriate footwear. Children will play and learn outdoors most days and it is desirable for all pupils to keep a complete change of clothing on their peg for use in ‘emergencies’!

During the winter months it is advisable for children to arrive on school premises as close to 9am as possible, especially in inclement weather. While we are sometimes able to allow access to the school building before 9am, diary commitments and staffing levels do not always allow for this and cannot therefore be guaranteed. A ‘just in time’ arrival will avoid children becoming cold and wet while waiting in the playground. Please note that if you require any support with the provision of winter clothing for your child, or have any other problems or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Primary School - Pantomime
I am delighted to inform you that all Primary School pupils will be attending the live performance  of ‘Snow Weans in the Wood’ in the Macrobert Arts Centre in Stirling, on the morning of Wednesday 10th December.

Children will be transported by bus and a permission letter will be issued soon. As we will not arrive back in school until approximately 1pm, all pupils will require a packed lunch that day. These will be eaten in school and pupils who are entitled to a free school lunch will be able to order a packed lunch from school in the usual way.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE NO COST TO PARENTS FOR THESE EVENTS 

[image: ]School Enrolment 
If your child is due to start school in August 2026, you must enrol them for their catchment school between 1 November and 31 December 2025.
Who should start school? 
Children who turn 5 on or before 12 August 2025 must start school in August 2026. Children who turn 5 between 13 August 2026 and 28 February 2027 can also start school in August 2026.
You’ll need: 
• A My Falkirk account to enrol 
• Address verication a (checked against Council Tax records) 
• Birth certicate or passport (if not attending a Falkirk Council or Partner nursery) 
• Baptism certicate (if enrolling for a Roman Catholic school).

[image: ]Placing requests (Primary 1 & Secondary 1) 
If you’d like your child to attend: 
• A school out with your catchment area; or
 • A denominational school and your child/children are not baptised Roman Catholic. 
You must submit a placing request between 4 December 2025 and 15 March 2026.

Delayed Entry 
If your child is entitled and you choose to delay their entry to Primary 1 there is no requirement to enrol them for school. However, you must complete an Additional Pre-School Year request in order to secure funding for their additional year in nursery. Please contact your current nursery if you have any questions. Delayed entry requests will be accepted from 1st November 2025 until 28th February 2026. Any request received after the closing date will be considered by the Early Years Team Manager in June 2026 after the annual early year allocations exercise has been finalised.
You can apply for a delayed entry online at: Delayed (deferred) entry to primary school
Early learning and childcare: Delayed (deferred) entry to primary school - Falkirk Council

Additional Support Needs Placements 
If you have applied for a Primary 1 placement at an ASN establishment through the ERG process you must still enrol your child for their catchment school. If your ERG application is successful, your enrolment form will be forwarded to the establishment they will attend.

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support! 
B Tomasik
Headteacher



Dates for Your Diary

	Date
	Event

	Wednesday 29th October
	Book Fair Begins

	01/11/25 – 31/12/25
	Primary 1 Enrolment for August 2026

	Thursday 6th November
	Book Swap

	Friday 7th November
	House Captains wreath laying at Shieldhill War Memorial

	Wednesday 12th November
	Parent Consultations 6pm – 8pm

	Thursday 13th November
	Parent Consultations 3.30pm – 5.30pm

	Friday 14th November
	Children in Need – Pudsey/Blush/Spots clothing (optional) 
Range of fun activities

	Friday 28th November
	Staff Development Day for Staff – Pupils should not attend

	Thursday 4th December
	Christmas Fayre 6pm

	Wednesday 10th December
	Primary Pupils to Pantomime  - Macrobert Arts Centre 
(Packed lunch required)
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