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Tel: 01324 508540
email: shieldhillprimaryschool@education.falkirk.sch.uk
School Website: https://www.shieldhill.falkirk.sch.uk/
Bluesky: @shieldhillps.bsky.social
                 @shieldhillelc.bsky.social

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we near the end of 2025, we have cause to reflect on the many successes we have achieved together as a school community. I would like to thank all of our pupils, parents and staff for their hard work and dedication this year.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Shieldhill Parents’ Association – Christmas Fayre
Our Parents’ Association are holding a Christmas Fayre on Thursday 4th December from 6pm-8pm. 
As in previous years we will be holding a dress down day on Wednesday 3rd December and ask that instead of making a cash donation, all children should bring a donation for our bottle stall. These can be bottles of any type from shampoo and ketchup to nice single malts! 
Please note that children should not bring any glass bottles or alcohol by themselves and we therefore ask that donations of this type be handed into the school office by an adult.
Staffing
Thank you to Mr MacDonald who has worked in various roles across the school over the past 2 years. He has secured a post in another local authority and I know you will join me in wishing him well. Mrs Ashcroft will now be supporting our Enhanced Provision classes on Mondays. 

Christmas Card Delivery
As in previous years we will have a Christmas Post Box in the primary school foyer for pupils to post any cards they may wish to send to members of our school community. Our pupils will deliver these to the appropriate classrooms. Please make sure all cards are clearly marked with names and classes as appropriate.

Reporting on Pupil Progress – Jotter Day
Parents/carers have recently received a report on their child’s progress during individual consultations with staff. Primary parents will also have an opportunity to review their child’s written work on Jotter Day on Friday 5th December. 

Please try to spend a few minutes looking at your child’s work and add your thoughts and comments to the Parent section at the bottom of the page. 
Please note that as Mrs Borg-Grech has only recently returned after her maternity leave, Primary 6 pupils will bring home their jotters only and will receive additional teacher comments at our next jotter day in March 2026.

All jotters should be returned to school on Monday 8th December, as we still have lots more work to get through before the winter break. I am sure you will be very proud!


School Pantomime
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Most pupils from Primary 1 to Primary 7 will be attending the ‘Weans in the Wood’ Pantomime in the Macrobert Art Centre in Stirling on the morning of Wednesday 10th December. Children will be transported by bus. As we will not arrive back at school until after 1pm, all pupils will have a packed lunch on that day. Children will eat lunch when they return to school and those who are entitled to a free school lunch will be able to order a school packed lunch from school in the usual way. All school lunch orders should be chosen by Friday 5th December. Please follow the link below to give your consent for your child to attend if you have not already done so.

Children can wear festive clothing and accessories if they choose to do so.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKX2MA3VS7PpCoC5M1mhAlYlURFM4R0Y5QllXWUxJWDU5V0owSjdKVE1RRS4u
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Brew and Banter
The next of our termly Brew and Banter coffee afternoons will be held in the Community Room on Thursday 11th December at 3.15pm . This is an opportunity for parents to connect informally with our school leadership team. 
Children are welcome to attend with their parents.
We hope to see you there!

Enterprise Education
As part of Enterprise Education and Developing the Young Workforce programme, all primary classes will be creating, advertising and selling their own products in an Enterprise Event on Friday 12th December. All classes will have an opportunity to purchase the products on sale at a small cost. More information to follow shortly.
[image: ]Christmas Lunch 
We are delighted to let you know that we will be offering a full Christmas Lunch Menu on Tuesday 16th December Please note that parents should place their order by Friday 12th December. Festive clothing and accessories are encouraged but not compulsory! P1-P7 Christmas Lunch is free of charge this year but P6 and P7 should email their order to the school inbox to avoid being charged. 
Primary 1 Nativity
[image: ]Our Primary 1 class are now preparing for a Nativity performance on Friday 12th December at 9.30a.m. We are delighted to welcome parents of our P1 pupils to join us for a live performance. (3 tickets per child). There is no charge for parents to attend the nativity but there will be an opportunity to make a small cash donation to school funds after the performance should you choose to do so.
Parties
Every class will have a Christmas Party this year and the children have been practicing their social dancing in P.E. to ensure they have a great time. I am sure our parents and carers also have fond memories of these fun events! Children can wear clothing of their choice on their party day or choose to be a home lunch if they prefer!
The dates for the parties are as follows:

	Primary 5, 6 and 7
	Tuesday 16th December

	Primary 3 and Primary 4
	Wednesday 17th December

	Primary 1 and Primary 2
	Thursday 18th December



N.B. Nursery will inform parents of their party arrangements.

Holiday Dates 
The last day of the school term will be Friday 19th December. The school will close at 1.30pm and children are not required to wear school uniform on that day. You may choose to wear a Christmas jumper, or other clothing of your choice (no football colours please!). 
There is an opportunity for nursery/ELC children to remain in school until 3pm on 19th. Please speak to a member of nursery staff to discuss your childcare needs. Classes will resume for all children on Monday 5th January 2026 at 9am.

Primary 1 Enrolment for August 2026
I would like to remind parents that the enrolment for Primary 1 for August 2026 ends on 31st December and all applications for those who have not applied for an additional nursery year, should be submitted by this date. If you are making a Placing Request or working with staff to make an application to one of Falkirk Council’s specialist ASN provisions, you should first enrol in your catchment school. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this process.

Parent Portal Launch 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Letters in school bags have traditionally been used to facilitate communication between parents and schools for generations. Permission slips, school lunch payments, reports; until recently, they were all dealt with via paper forms, which were easily lost or forgotten about in the bottom of school bags, or in-person visits to the school, which were inconvenient for many parents and guardians. 
However, there is now a digital solution to this issue, making it easier for parents to manage paperwork connected with school activities, and to obtain information about their child’s educational progress at a time that suits them. 

Falkirk Council is one of a number of local authorities in Scotland which is signed up to a digital platform called parentsportal.scot, allowing parents and guardians to view information about their child’s education, pay for school meals, update their own data and even to apply for the Young Person’s Free Bus Travel Scheme in just a few clicks. 

You log in to the service using your Mygovscot account which links each parent or guardian to their child and education while also keeping data private and secure. Parents can keep up-to-date with developments at their child’s school, arrange parents’ evening appointments, check attendance and even read reports online – all at a time that suits them, and without crumpled forms going missing. 

Follow the steps below to get started:
Go to the website – www.parentsportal.scot (you can also download an app)
Choose sign in (rather than register) and use your Mygovscot login details 
which you used when setting up ipayimpact. The details entered must match the records we hold in school.  If you are having difficulty logging in please contact the office or follow the instructions in the email you will receive.

Winter Weather
[image: ]During spells of icy or snowy weather our janitors prioritise certain areas of the school grounds to enable pupils and staff to enter the school and nursery buildings more safely. On these occasions only one playground gate will be opened for use and school pupils should stay within the cleared walkways to make their way to the usual entrances. In particularly challenging weather we may choose to permit direct access via the entrance near the school crossing patrol, to minimise the distance to be walked. Please note that while every effort will be made to minimise risk, this cannot be eliminated completely, and all visitors should therefore exercise caution while walking on slippery surfaces.

There is only one route to the nursery and parents and children should be mindful of the additional challenge of the slope which leads to the door. Please note that for safety reasons, no-one should access the nursery through the school car park. Start looking out those walking boots and wellies! 

Online Learning
[image: Microsoft Teams vs. RingCentral Office: What's the Best Tool for Business  Communication? | PCMag][image: Microsoft OneNote Review | PCMag]As you will be aware, all Primary School aged pupils have a login and password for GLOW and it would be prudent for parent/carers to check that their child is able to log in to the platform from home. Device availability and compatibility issues can be addressed with support from school staff, should this become necessary at any time. The GLOW website can be found at https://sts.platform.rmunify.com/Account/SignIn/glow  using a PC/laptop. It can also be accessed via the TEAMS app which is available in the app store. Now is the time to check if your child can access this site as your child may need to access it during any spells of inclement weather! 
If you require any support, please contact the school office.

We wish you all a healthy and peaceful Christmas with good friends and family around you!
Thank you for your continued support!

Belinda Tomasik 
(Headteacher)



Dates for Your Diary

	Date
	Event

	Wednesday 3rd December
	Dress Down – Bring a bottle for Christmas Fayre Bottle Stall

	Thursday 4th December
	Christmas Fayre 6pm-8pm

	Friday 5th December
	Jotter Day

	Friday 5th December
	Last day to order packed lunch for Panto Day(10th)

	Wednesday 10th December
	Primary School Pantomime – Macrobert Centre 

	Thursday 11th December
	Brew and Banter 3.15pm

	Friday 12th December
	Last day to order Christmas Lunch (16th)

	Friday 12th December
	Primary 1 Nativity 9.30 a.m.

	Friday 12th December
	Christmas Enterprise Selling Day

	Tuesday 16th December
	Christmas Lunch

	Tuesday 16th December
	Primary 5, 6 & 7 Party

	Wednesday 17th December
	Pear Orchard Coffee Morning (invited guests only)

	Wednesday 17th December
	Primary 3 and Primary 4 Party

	Thursday 18th December
	Primary 1 and Primary 2 Party

	Friday 19th December
	School closes at 1.30pm

	Monday 5th January 2026
	School reopens for the new term
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