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Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope you all enjoyed the mid-term break and have had a chance to relax!  
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Staffing Updates
Mrs McDougall
Congratulations to Mrs McDougall who has been successfully appointed to an 18 month, full time secondment with Falkirk Council’s Additional Support Needs Team. She will be leaving us (temporarily!) on Friday 27th February. Although we will miss her greatly, we wish her every success in this new and exciting role.

I am therefore delighted to inform you that Mrs Hussein will be taking over the role of Enhanced Provision teacher in the Apple Orchard from 2nd March and I know you will welcome her back to our school. 

Hazel
After 35 years of service in Shieldhill Primary School, Hazel (McNiven) will be retiring at the end of this term (Tuesday 31st March). Hazel has been an integral part of our school and has helped raise generations of Shieldhill children over her many years of service. On behalf of our community, I wish to thank Hazel for her hard work and dedication to our community. I know you will join me in wishing her all good things as she moves on to the next chapter. Congratulations!

Developing the Young Workforce
Thank you so much to everyone who participated in our Developing the Young Workforce Career Day event. The children learned a lot about future possible careers and I know they appreciated the time and dedication of those who were able to attend. 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March
As usual we will be celebrating World Book Day in a number of different ways this year. The aim is to encourage children to become life-long readers and develop a love of books from a wide range of genres. This year’s activities include:
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Dress as a Word
Children can dress up as a word (optional). Please do not spend a lot of 
money on new costumes as our main dress up event is in October and 
this is just a bit of fun!
Book Swap
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]All children will have the opportunity from our monthly book swap event. (don’t need to bring one to take one although the donation of any books in good condition would be welcomed).
DEAR (Drop Everything And Read)
Children have an opportunity to read for enjoyment every hour on the hour!
Mystery Book Challenge
Children try to guess the title of a mystery book based on the description alone.
Quizzes, Storytelling and much, much, more!
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]All children have been issued with a book token which can either be used to purchase a £1 book, or put towards a more expensive book of your choice. Tokens are accepted in most book stores. Make reading your Superpower! 

Jotter Day
In preparation for Parent Consultation appointments, all primary pupils will bring home their jotters and other work on Friday 6th March, to share their work with parents/carers. We hope you enjoy looking at all their hard work! 

Rotary Quiz 
Primary 7 pupils will represent our school at the Rotary Club of Falkirk School Quiz to be held on Tuesday 10th March in Falkirk High School. Good luck everyone!
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California and Shieldhill GLEE Choir will be competing on Wednesday 11th March at the Albert Halls in Stirling. Members of the choir have received full details of the event and I know you will join me in wishing them the best of luck.

Primary School Pupils - Progress Information
We are looking forward to sharing news of your child’s learning successes during our Parent Consultation Evenings on Wednesday 18th and Thursday 19th March. You will have already received information on how to use the online booking system to make an appointment. If you require any support please call the school office on 01324 508540. 
[image: ]
Comic Relief – Friday 20th March 
In keeping with school tradition, we will be organising some fun activities in the nursery and primary classrooms in support of Comic Relief. More information to follow.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Braes Cluster Residential Trip – Primary 7 Wed 25th March to Fri 27th March
As part of transition planning for all Braes Cluster schools, our Primary 7 pupils will be attending a residential trip to the Lockerbie Manor School Activity Centre. The children will participate in a broad range of programmes and activities, all designed to be relevant, exciting and challenging. Hopefully Ms Dyer and Mrs Westwood will accompany our pupils on the trip and we look forward to hearing about their adventures! 

House Quiz
We will be holding our annual House Quiz on the morning of Thursday 2nd April. Representatives from each class will participate in 3 rounds of questions to decide which house will become Quiz Champions of 2026. All pupils can come to school dressed in their house colours to show support for their team. Good luck!

School Holiday Dates
Schools will close on Thursday 2nd April at 3pm for the Easter break. All pupils return at 9am on Monday 20th April. 

Friday 1st May – On Service Day
Monday 4th May – Public Holiday

Thank you for your continued support.
Belinda Tomasik
Headteacher

Dates for Your Diary

	Date
	Event

	Thursday 5th March
	World Book Day and Book Swap

	Friday 6th March
	Jotter Day

	Friday 6th March
	Zoolab Visit to P2

	Tuesday 10th March
	Cross Country Event (selected pupils)

	Tuesday 10th March
	Rotary Club of Falkirk – Schools Quiz in Falkirk High School 7pm
(selected P7 students TBC)

	Wednesday 11th March
	GLEE Competition Albert Halls Stirling (selected students) 

	Wednesday 18th March
	Parent Consultations 6.00pm-8.00pm 

	Thursday 19th March
	Parent Consultations 3.30pm-5.30pm

	Friday 20th March
	Comic Relief – Activities TBC

	Thursday 2nd April
	House Quiz

	Thursday 2nd April
	School and ELC close at 3pm to begin their Easter break

	Fri 3rd April – Fri 17th April
	Holiday

	Monday 20th April
	School and ELC reopen for pupils and staff

	Friday 1st May
	In Service Training Day for Staff – Pupils do not attend

	Monday 4th May
	Holiday
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