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Dear Parent/Carer,

The children have been working hard and are achieving good success. As we head towards the mid-term break, they should be very proud of their achievements! 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Burns Celebrations
Well done to all pupils who participated in our Scots Poetry Competition. The children were amazing, and it is great to see that the old traditions are safe in the hands of the next generation.

Special congratulations to our Primary 7s who performed for parents and friends in a special Burns Concert. Their singing, poetry and comic performances certainly brightened up a dark Shieldhill night! Congratulations also to Lilly Gallacher who was presented with the John Muir Award for Burns poetry recitation. Well done!

I would also like to thank the Falkirk Burns Club who made a generous donation to our school fund in support of our continuation of Burns traditions. It is very much appreciated!

Football Team
Well done to our Shieldhill and California joint football team who participated in the Active Schools Falkirk East Football Tournament. They played well and made everyone very proud. The future is bright!

Basketball League Match
Our Basketball Team have also been in action, participating in a League Match in Grangemouth. I am sure you will join me in congratulating them on their success!

Staffing Update - Primary 5
We are delighted that Ms Walker has now returned to work following her recent maternity leave. Hopefully not missing too much sleep with a young baby in the house!

I offer my sincere thanks to Mrs MacDonald who has provided a high standard of education for our P5 pupils since the start of the term and wish her every success as she begins her new post in California. I am delighted that she will continue to work with some of our pupils in Shieldhill on a Monday.

Allergy Awareness - Nuts
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]As you may be aware, many children and their families suffer from a severe reaction when exposed to certain foods, particularly nuts. All of the food we serve in school is free of nut products and I would ask that parents ensure that their child’s snack and packed lunch also remain free from nuts of any kind including hazelnuts. Many products such as Nutella, Kinder Bueno etc. have a hazelnut content and can cause an allergic reaction. Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our children safe!

Parent Council Meeting
Our next Parent Council meeting will take place in school on Monday 9th February at 6pm. All ELC and Primary Parents are welcome to attend!

Primary 1 – NHS Heights and Weights
NHS staff will visit our school to carry out height/weight measurements for our Primary 1 pupils on Wednesday 11th February.

Mid Term Holiday
All Falkirk Council schools will be on holiday from Friday 13th – Monday 16th February. Schools will also be closed to pupils on Tuesday 17th February for staff development.

Developing Young Workforce - Spotlight Week
To support the work we are doing in school to inspire our young people to be part of a knowledgeable and productive workforce in the future, we will be holding a special event for P6 and P7 on Monday 23rd February. A variety of volunteer professionals will share information about their career development, including information regarding training and workplace opportunities. Pupils will choose to attend the workshops which are of greatest interest to them. We hope to inspire our young people to become ambitious about their futures and motivated to continue life-long learning. 
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It would be wonderful if parents and family members (over 18) could spend some time visiting the school and telling our pupils about your job.

Children are keen to find out about the knowledge, skills and qualifications you require to succeed in the workplace. They would also like to find out about any special equipment you require and what is the best and worst thing about your role. We very much hope you would consider visiting one (or both) schools on the day. 

Please complete the form below by Friday 13th February if you are able to help. 
Developing the Young Workforce 2026 – Fill out form
Pupils from P1-P5 will also engage in a range of activities within their classrooms regarding people’s jobs and roles in the community around them.

More information to follow shortly.

Reading
[image: ]As we are continuing to focus on improving the learning, teaching and assessment of reading I have included some information below which parents and carers may find useful. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any help supporting your child’s reading skills at home.

Why is it important to read to your child? 
Parents hear all the time that it’s important to read to kids. But why exactly is that? The benefits of reading together go far beyond learning to read. 

Reading to young children is an important way to help them build language skills. It exposes them to new words and ways of using language. It also helps them learn general information about the world, which makes it easier for them to learn about new subjects once they get to school.

Books also help children to build empathy and learn how to handle challenging feelings. Parents can use reading time as a chance to talk about emotions and how to cope with them. For example, you might say: “Have you ever felt as angry as the girl in this book? What would you do if you did?” Even a few minutes of reading together gives you and your child a chance to slow down and connect with each other. And the sensory experience of sitting with you and hearing your voice also engages their brain in a way that makes learning easier.

There is no right way to read to your child. You can read to them in any language, or multiple languages. You can do it at the same time every day or change up the routine. Your child doesn’t even need to be sitting with you – just sitting nearby with a book while they play can be a way to connect.

The important thing is for your child to hear words and language and to have books be part of their daily life. Any steps you’re able to take can make a big difference.
Writer: Hannah Sheldon-Dean (Child Mind Institute)

Thank you for your continued support!

Belinda Tomasik 
Headteacher

Dates for Your Diary
	Date
	Event

	Monday 9th February
	Rag Bag Collection

	Monday 9th February
	Parent Council Meeting 6pm

	Wednesday 11th February
	Primary 1 Height/Weight checks - NHS

	Fri 13th – Mon 16th February
	Mid Term Holiday 

	Tuesday 17th February
	Staff Development Day – ELC and school closed to all pupils

	Mon 23th February
	Developing Young Workforce P6 and P7

	23th- 27th February
	Developing Young Workforce Spotlight Week – All Classes
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