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 Shieldhill Primary School Newsletter August 2026                                
Respect    Happiness   Learning
School Website: https://www.shieldhill.falkirk.sch.uk/

Bluesky: @shieldhillps.bsky.social

@shieldhillelc.bsky.social
Dear Parent/Carer,

We hope you have all enjoyed the summer break and are looking forward to the new term ahead. 
Emergency Contacts

As we head into the new term, please take a quick moment to ensure that the contact details we have on file for your family are accurate and up to date. Whether you have recently changed your phone number, moved house, or updated your email address, having current information is vital. It ensures you never miss important school updates, academic reports, or emergency notifications regarding your child. If any of your details have changed, please notify the school office or update your profile via our parent portal as soon as possible. Thank you for your continued support in keeping our community connected and safe!

School Photographs

The photographer will be in school on the morning of Wednesday 19th August. Individual and family group photographs will be taken of all pupils within the nursery and primary school, but of course you are under no obligation to make any purchases! 
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If Wednesday is a PE day for your child they should come to school in their school uniform and just bring a pair of trainers for participation in PE (no joggers or shorts required). Remember to bring your best smiles!
Meet the Teacher (Primary School)

We are inviting you to a ‘Meet the Teacher’ event in school on Wednesday 2nd September between 3.30pm and 4.15pm. This will be an opportunity for parents to visit the classrooms and learn more about the plans for the year ahead.

 

Teachers will prepare a slide show of information and engage in informal discussions about the curriculum. There will not be an opportunity to discuss individual children, however, if you have any concerns, a member of our leadership team will be available. There are no individual appointments and parents are welcome to visit their child’s classroom on a free flow basis. 
Please note that any pupils who are in attendance, should be under the close supervision of their parent at all times and are not permitted to access any other areas of the school unaccompanied.

There will be more formal individual parent consultations in November and March. 

 N.B. - ELC Parents will continue to have opportunities to speak with nursery staff on a regular basis including ‘Focus Child’ weeks.
Acceptable User Policy

Last session we have consulted all parents regarding their permission to include photos and other information on our school sites such as Dojo and Twitter. I am assuming that there have been no changes in the choices you have indicated. If however, you would like to amend your permissions, please contact me as a matter of urgency. Parents of Primary 1 pupils will receive a link to a questionnaire in the next few days via Class Dojo.
Free School Meals and Clothing Grants
Some parents may be eligible for Free School Meals and/or Clothing Grants to help with the costs of the school day. Please follow the link below for information on how to apply. 

Benefits and support: Free School Meals, Free School Meals Holiday Payments, and Clothing Grants - Falkirk Council
As per last session, there is no cost to parents of pupils from Nursery to Primary 5, however primary parents should review the menu with their child and make food selections together. This will ensure that the children have access to the food they will most enjoy. 
Please note that unless P6 and P7 pupils have applied and are eligible for a free school meal, parents should ensure that sufficient funds have been deposited in their IPAY account to pay for their child’s meal to avoid accrual of arrears. Children are of course able to bring their own packed lunch and this choice should be indicated on IPAY.

Please do not send children to school with any food items which contain nuts as some of our community may have a severe medical reaction even if they have not eaten the product themselves. Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe.
Parents of pupils who require a prescribed diet will be asked to complete the necessary paperwork by Friday 21st August. All children from P2 through to P7 who already have a special diet in place, must have a revised form submitted to the school with any updates or changes clearly identified. It is a requirement that these are completed annually or when any changes occur. Historical forms will not be accepted. Thank you

School Uniform
Parents are asked to co-operate with the school in encouraging their child to follow the school’s dress code.

All schools have a dress code, which includes the school’s policy on uniform. The wearing of uniform is encouraged as it helps to:

· develop a school community spirit

· improves school security by making non-pupils more easily identifiable

· allows pupils to be easily identified when out of the school, e.g. on trips

· enhances the school’s reputation within the community; and

· minimises rivalry and bullying amongst pupils that can arise from the wearing of designer clothes

Our school’s dress code has been agreed in consultation with parents, pupils, staff and the Parent Council. This consultation has ensured that the dress code meets the needs of the school community, allows pupils to participate in all aspects of school life and is age appropriate.
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Our school uniform is:-

· Navy blue sweatshirts/jumpers/cardigans 

· Navy blue or grey trousers/skirts/pinafores 

· White school shirts/blouses/tie or polo shirts

· Navy gingham dresses (summer)

· Navy Blazer (parental choice)
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P7 children have a purple sweatshirt or cardigan. This is to recognise their senior pupil status and ensure that all children can find them easily if they need help and support. 

Embroidered school uniform with the Shieldhill Primary School logo is available from: 

For all your uniform needs, qualihttps://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/california-primary-school.htmlty assured Shieldhill Primary School (myclothing.com) or

Shieldhill Primary Schhttps://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/california-primary-school.htmlool
Plain uniform may be purchased from any school supplier e.g. supermarkets and our school have a small stock of pre-worn uniform items available at the main entrance (no cost).
P.E.

For convenience, children are still permitted to come to school wearing joggers/trainers, along with their school sweatshirt/jumper – only on days when they are timetabled to have a P.E. lesson. Your child’s teacher will let you know which days they have P.E. and pupils should wear full uniform on the other days.
Change of clothes
All pupils from Nursery -P7 are asked to keep a change of clothing (including underwear) in a bag on their peg at all times. We have lots of puddles!
Stay Hydrated at School! 💧
Keeping hydrated helps our brains stay sharp and ready to learn! Children are welcome to keep a water bottle at their desks throughout the school day.

Please help by ensuring your child brings a full bottle of water from home each morning, and takes it home every evening for a good wash and refill.

A Quick Reminder: Classroom bottles should contain plain water only—no juice or sugary drinks at desks, please! Fruit juice and other non-fizzy drinks are permitted during morning break and as part of a packed lunch.

What happens if my child is ill?

As in previous years, parents are required to call the school office of make a notification via the Parent Portal (see info below) before 9.30a.m. to notify staff of any absence. Please note that a Dojo message to teachers is not an acceptable means of communicating absence. 
Parent Portal Reminder
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Letters in school bags have traditionally been used to facilitate communication between parents and schools for generations. Permission slips, school lunch payments, reports; until recently, they were all dealt with via paper forms, which were easily lost or forgotten about in the bottom of school bags, or in-person visits to the school, which were inconvenient for many parents and guardians. 

However, there is now a digital solution to this issue, making it easier for parents to manage paperwork connected with school activities, and to obtain information about their child’s educational progress at a time that suits them. 

Falkirk Council is one of a number of local authorities in Scotland which is signed up to a digital platform called parentsportal.scot, allowing parents and guardians to view information about their child’s education, pay for school meals, update their own data and even to apply for the Young Person’s Free Bus Travel Scheme in just a few clicks. 

You log in to the service using your Mygovscot account which links each parent or guardian to their child and education while also keeping data private and secure. Parents can keep up-to-date with developments at their child’s school, arrange parents’ evening appointments, check attendance and even read reports online – all at a time that suits them, and without crumpled forms going missing. 

Follow the steps below to get started:

Go to the website – www.parentsportal.scot (you can also download an app)

Choose sign in (rather than register) and use your Mygovscot login details 

which you used when setting up ipayimpact. The details entered must match the records we hold in school.  If you are having difficulty logging in please contact the office or follow the instructions in the email you will receive.
Building Strong Readers Together at Home 📚
Your child will soon be provided with a ‘Take Home Reading Book’. It is an integral component of the school reading program. The book will be selected for your child so that they can practise and enjoy reading. The book will be at an easy level for your child. 

We ask that you and your child spend 15–20 minutes reading and talking about the book. 

Your child should be reading the book with fluency and phrasing. This means that they will not be regularly stopping on unknown words and will be reading with the punctuation within the book (i.e. stopping at full stops, pausing at commas, etc). If your child is stopping on many unknown words, please let your child’s teacher know so an appropriate level of text can be found. 

The easy level of the text is most important, as we want the Home Reading experience to be as positive as possible for you and your child. Praise your child regularly as they read. 

Your child’s Home Reader is two to three levels below the level of the book that they are using in the classroom. The classroom book is used by the teacher to give explicit instruction in reading during Guided Reading groups. Home reading enables your child to practise and consolidate their learning. This practice is most important in ensuring that your child continues to gather reading strategies. Revisiting a particular book over a couple of nights can be very beneficial in developing reading confidence and consolidating reading strategies. 

When your child has read to you, consider a few of the following: 

• Ask a few simple questions based on the characters in the text or the setting of the book. 

• Focus on an illustration and ask your child to retell what is happening within the illustration. Ask your child – what happened before this? and what happened after this? • Ask your child to retell the story. 

• Encourage your child to talk about any similar experiences that are relevant to the book. 

• Ask your child to locate words that begin or end with a particular sound. 

• Identify words that are repeated throughout the book. 

In the earlier levels of text the illustrations are highly supportive of the words within the book. Encourage your child to use the illustrations to help them read – please don’t ask your child to read the book with the illustrations covered. As levels become more challenging, illustrations will become less supportive. 

We are sure that with the support of levelled books, Home Reading time will be a positive and enjoyable experience. Should you wish to discuss the use of levelled text with us, please don’t hesitate to contact me for an appointment. 

GLOW/TEAMS

We will soon be organising new TEAMS within GLOW to reflect the new class structures and your child will be asked to access their TEAM on a weekly basis from school and from home, to make sure they maintain confidence in logging in and using the space. Look out for login information in the coming weeks.
School Car Park Safety & Access Notice 🚗
To ensure the safety of all of our pupils during busy drop-off and pick-up times, please be reminded that the school car park is strictly reserved for staff and authorised visitors only. Parents and carers are not permitted to park in the school car park without displaying a Disabled Parking Permit or prior arrangement with the Headteacher. Please note that parking permissions are granted exclusively to families whose children attend our Enhanced Provision Base. We kindly ask all other families to park safely and considerately in the surrounding neighbourhood, keeping clear of the zig-zag markings and yellow lines. Thank you for working with us to keep our school gates safe for all our children!
Thank you for your cooperation and support and we look forward to a great school year ahead!
B Tomasik
Headteacher
Dates for your Diary

	Date
	Activity

	Wednesday 19th August
	Photographer – Individuals and Siblings from ELC and Primary

	Friday 21st August
	Last day for submitting Prescribed Diet forms to school (if required)

	Wednesday 2nd September
	Meet the Teacher 3.30pm-4.15pm (all primary classes)

	Monday 7th September
	Holiday for ELC and Primary



